
KSRTC is introducing single-ticket
pilgrimage packages that cover travel, food,
and accommodation to destinations like
Palani, Nagoor, and Velankanni. Using well-
maintained buses, the service builds on
successes like Nalambala Darsanam and
may include special darshan facilities
through temple boards. Designed for
families and groups, the initiative offers a
blend of comfort, affordability, and
spirituality, making the journey as
meaningful as the destination.

KSRTC’s New Pilgrimage Packages
“To travel is to discover, to share is to keep it alive.”

THE ODYSSEY TIMES
 PROLOGUE 
The Bachelor of Commerce in Travel and Tourism started in the year 2012. This programme
specializes in the travel, tourism and hospitality industry - given the rapid growth and increasing
importance of the hospitality industry in India and abroad. Apart from being a perfect blend
between commerce and tourism studies it lays strong emphasis on communication skills and
prepares the students to take up customer related services.

Department Of Commerce(Travel&Tourism) Presents

The travel and tourism industry is one of the most
important sectors in today’s world, playing a key
role in both economic growth and cultural
exchange. It creates millions of jobs across
hospitality, transport, and local services, while also
supporting small businesses like artisans, guides,
and food vendors. Tourism not only boosts a
country’s revenue but also encourages the
development of infrastructure such as airports,
roads, and hotels. For many communities, it is a
major source of livelihood and an opportunity to
showcase their culture, traditions, and natural
beauty to the world.

Beyond economics, tourism holds deep social and
cultural value. It allows people to step outside their
comfort zones, experience diverse lifestyles, and
develop respect for different cultures. With
technology making travel easier and sustainability
becoming a priority, modern tourism is shifting
toward eco-friendly practices and authentic
experiences. At its core, the industry is about more
than movement—it is about creating memories,
building connections, and fostering a shared sense
of understanding across the globe.



Tourism Didn’t just Recover —it Rocked! 

The global tourism industry has witnessed an extraordinary resurgence, bouncing
back with remarkable strength after years of uncertainty. What seemed like a slow
recovery has transformed into a booming comeback, proving that travel is not just
about leisure—it’s about resilience, culture, and global connection.

From bustling airports to packed resorts, travelers are once again embracing new
destinations with unmatched enthusiasm. International tourist arrivals have surged,
surpassing many pre-pandemic levels in several regions. Countries dependent on
tourism are not just seeing numbers return—they are experiencing record-breaking
growth, with local communities thriving on the revival of hospitality, travel, and
cultural exchange.

This exciting update comes directly from the World Tourism Organization (UNWTO)
newsletters, which highlight how 2024 closed at 99% of pre-pandemic international
arrivals, with over 1.4 billion travelers worldwide. UNWTO emphasizes that this is
more than just recovery—it is a record-breaking milestone that demonstrates the
strength of global tourism in driving economic growth, cultural exchange, and
sustainable development. With its regular newsletters and barometer reports,
UNWTO provides trusted insights that show how the tourism sector doesn’t just
bounce back—it leads the way in resilience and transformation.

This comeback is more than just recovery; it’s a celebration of people’s desire to
explore, connect, and experience the world. Tourism has rocked its way back into the
global economy, reminding us that the spirit of travel cannot be contained—it only
grows stronger.
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INDIAN TOURISM 

India’s tourism and hospitality sector is entering a golden phase. A new report by IDBI
Capital reveals that the industry could reach nearly 60 billion dollars by 2028. What
makes this story even more exciting is that the main reason for this growth is not just
foreign visitors, but Indians themselves who are traveling across their own country more
than ever before.

Families, youngsters and solo travelers are packing their bags to discover beaches in
Goa, mountains in Himachal, deserts in Rajasthan and the backwaters of Kerala. This
rise in domestic travel is giving a fresh push to hotels, restaurants, homestays and small
businesses like local guides, handicraft sellers and cafes.

Another big change is that smaller towns and lesser known places are turning into
popular tourist hotspots. With better roads, new airports and faster trains, people are no
longer waiting for long holidays. Short weekend trips and quick getaways have become a
normal part of life. This shift is also creating a strong economic impact by generating
jobs, supporting local businesses and bringing more income to communities that were
once off the map.

The government is adding fuel to this growth by building tourist-friendly infrastructure,
promoting new destinations and encouraging sustainable travel. These steps are laying
the foundation for a brighter future in tourism.

Experts believe that by 2028, India’s hospitality sector will not only grow in size but also
rise to global standards of service and comfort, all while keeping its special Indian
warmth and culture alive. For travelers this means better facilities, more options and
richer experiences. For the economy it means countless opportunities and benefits for
people across the country.

In simple words, the coming years will see India’s tourism universe expand like never
before. Travel is becoming a lifestyle, and India’s hospitality sector is ready to welcome
and grow with it

Tourism Universe Expanding: India’s
Hospitality to Hit $60 Billion by 2028



Karnataka is preparing for a big leap in tourism development with its focus on Anjanadri Hill in Koppal,
a place that holds deep spiritual significance as it is believed to be the birthplace of Lord Hanuman. Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah has recently approved a massive ₹200 crore project to turn this sacred spot into a
world-class religious and tourist destination.

The state government’s plan is not just about beautification but about making the hill more accessible and
comfortable for visitors of all age groups. For elderly devotees, who often face difficulties in climbing the
hill, better accessibility arrangements will be made. A circumambulatory path (pradakshina path) is also
part of the project, allowing pilgrims to perform their rituals in a safer and more organized way.
Additionally, dormitories, community halls, and other basic facilities will be built to ensure that visitors
who stay overnight or in groups can find suitable accommodation.

KARNATAKA TOURISM

Major Tourism Boost at Anjanadri Hill (Koppal)

One of the most exciting developments under discussion is the introduction of a ropeway project, which will be
built under a public-private partnership model. The ropeway, once ready, is expected to become a major highlight
for tourists. Not only will it provide an easier way to reach the top of the hill, but it will also give visitors a
chance to enjoy the stunning views of the surrounding landscape. This will add an entirely new dimension to the
experience of visiting Anjanadri.

To begin with, the government has already released ₹10 crore as part of the initial funding, and the project will
be carried out in two phases. Authorities have emphasized that while development is important, the spiritual
essence and cultural identity of Anjanadri Hill will be carefully preserved.

                 “One State, Many Worlds.” 
Karnataka tourism is booming like never before! With a massive ₹7,800 crore investment plan, the state
is not just upgrading heritage sites but also creating 50 new adventure destinations, turning old mining
zones into tourist hotspots, and even launching seaplane routes and virtual 3D tours. From India’s
longest cable-stayed bridge at Sigandur to private players adopting 550 monuments, Karnataka is going
all out to make travel here mind-blowing and unforgettable.



This year, our department conducted an intercollegiate city level Student seminar
"Trexion" 

The sessions showed how passion, storytelling, technology, and sustainability are
shaping modern tourism. A 19-year-old Christ University dropout shared how he
left engineering to pursue content creation, realizing that even everyday local
experiences can fascinate others and that storytelling can be more valuable than a
degree.

Manjunath Gowda, entrepreneur and wildlife photographer, highlighted AI tools
like Meta AI glasses and platforms like Trigaa.ai that are changing how people
travel. He also emphasized sustainable tourism, such as using electric bikes and
eco-friendly practices, alongside the rise of leisure, adventure, and slow tourism.

Panelists discussed immersive experiences: Michel John focused on storytelling
through wildlife photography, Rajan on curated road trips and digital marketing,
Vivek Jain on AR-guided heritage tours, and Fadl Afridi on running a nature-
based homestay. Overall, tourism today is about authentic experiences,
technology-driven convenience, sustainability, and following one’s passion.

ENROUTE’25 : Trexion



The Department of Commerce (Travel and
Tourism), in association with Karnataka Tourism,
organized Turas 2025, an intercollegiate fest, on
August 19th, 2025, at St Joseph’s College of
Commerce. With the theme “Sanskriti – One
Country, Many Stories”, the event celebrated
India’s cultural richness while encouraging
creativity and competitive spirit among students
from across institutions.

The fest featured events such as Best
Manager, Tourism Feud, Fashion Show,
Product Launch, Indian Dance, Reel Making,
Treasure Hunt, and Ice Breakers. Each
competition highlighted talent, teamwork, and
cultural expression, making the day both
dynamic and memorable.

After a spirited contest, Kristu Jayanti University
emerged as the overall winners and  with Mount
Carmel College as the runners-up. The program
concluded with a valedictory ceremony, where the
Department’s student coordinator, Arqam Basha,
delivered the vote of thanks, an after movie and a
behind the scenes movie was presented to the
audience in the end. 

TURAS’25 : “SANSKRITI”
One Countries, Many Stories 

Turas 2025 truly embodied its theme, blending competition with culture and
leaving participants with lasting memories of “One Country, Many Stories.”



INTRODUCING ‘TT’ 
CORE TEAM 





Travel & Tourism — Easy Word Search
Find the 10 travel-related words hidden in the

puzzle. Words go across or down.
Questions / Clues
1. Place where planes take off and land.
2. An official document for international travel.
3. Sandy holiday destination by the ocean.
4. High natural elevation visited by trekkers.
5. A holiday facility with rooms and recreation.
6. A vacation taken on a ship.
7. Bags and suitcases you carry while traveling.
8. The main city of a country.
9. A dry barren land area, often hot.
10. The industry of leisure and business travel.
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